
THE GUIDED PATHWAY
SUPPORT PROGRAM
A Ron Brown Scholar Program Initiative

An initiative to guide and empower African American high school juniors, seniors,
their parents and their counselors through the college preparation and selection process.



Free College Application Support and Resources
The Guided Pathway Support Program (GPS) helps college-bound African American high school 
juniors and seniors navigate the admissions process by directing them to the most comprehensive 
and reliable resources available.  These resources include:
»  Access to GPS College Advisors
»  Weekly college and scholarship advising webinars
»  College scholarship, essay and supplement reviews
»  Scholarship Application Assistance
»  Access to SAT Fee Waivers
»  FAFSA and CSS Profile Application Assistance
»  Test Prep Tools
»  College Interview Prep 

The GPS Online College Access Community
The Guided Pathway Support Program uses a high-tech and high-touch advising and information 
sharing model to empower African American high school juniors, seniors, their parents, and their 
counselors during the college preparation and selection process.

GPS advises and engages students through its invitation-only online college access community, the 
GPS Workplace by Facebook platform.  The platform mimics, but does not interface with Facebook.  
Through the platform, students can connect to free college prep resources, Ron Brown Scholars and 
Captains, weekly college and scholarship advising webinars, college advisers, and GPS Educational 
Partners.



“
When I am at a loss about a certain aspect of the college application process, GPS is 
full of people I can turn to. The mentors have helped me with my college essay and 
narrowing my college list. The students in the network are reflective of me. 
Ann-Marsha Alexis, Orange, New Jersey
Saint Vincent Academy Class of 2018

STEM 101
STEM101 is a GPS community dedicated to fostering the next generation of African American 
science and engineering professionals.

We support high school juniors and seniors considering college majors in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 

STEM101 connects students to hands-on research and academic enrichment opportunities in 
government labs, corporate facilities, and on university campuses. 

GPS students who are selected for the STEM101 program are automatically named as Ron Brown 
Captains, and receive early career development, including mentorship by working doctors, 
academics, and other science and engineering professionals. 

We encourage students to challenge themselves, and help prepare them for the rigors of college-
level math and science instruction.



How are GPS students selected?
To be eligible, students must:
»  Be a current or rising high school junior or senior
»  Identify as Black/African-American
»  Have a strong academic record
»  Demonstrate leadership at school or
    in the community

Application Process
»  Complete an online application
»  Upload unofficial or official high school transcript
»  Complete the online parental permission form
»  Provide one brief personal essay

RISING JUNIORS AND SENIORS

APPLY NOW
at rbsgps.com{ }

Total Number Of Educational Partners
17 Universities & The College Board 

Total Number of GPS Students Named Ron Brown Captains
Over 75 as of Summer 2019

Immediate College Enrollment Rate
99% According to National Student Clearinghouse data, October 2018

SNAPSHOT
Total Number of Students Served

Over 2,600 students as of Summer 2019

GPS Workplace by Facebook Platform Membership as of Summer 2019,

2,733 claimed members

Total Number Of GPS Students Named Ron Brown Scholars
8 as of Summer 2019



Benefits of becoming a GPS Educational Partner

Direct Recruitment Opportunities
Partners are extended many opportunities to directly interact with GPS students through the 
Workplace by Facebook platform. Partners may promote admissions and open house events, 
communicate targeted information about their university, answer student questions, coordinate 
campus visits, and receive applicant updates. 

Host Webinars and Other Online Events
Educational Partners are invited to host webinars, Ask-Me-Anythings, and other online events 
about their college or university or any general subject related to the college application process 
before a captive audience of college-bound African American high school juniors and seniors.

“Virginia Tech is committed to reimagining how education and technology intersect. This 
approach transforms the ways we teach and learn, perform research, and engage with communities 
around the world. A critical part of our re-imagining is creating teams with members from many 
backgrounds and points of view.  To achieve this, we place high value on students with unique 
perspectives and life experience. Ron Brown has successfully identified resilient, students who 
demonstrate great potential, and Virginia Tech is excited to be a partner in seeing these students 
live up to their full potential.“
- Alphonso Garrett Jr , Director of Undergraduate Diversity Recruitment Initiatives

Educational Partners as of September 2019



GPS Mentors: Ron Brown Scholars + Captains
GPS students connect to Ron Brown Scholars and Captains through the GPS Workplace 
by Facebook online college access community. Ron Brown Scholars and Captains are 
similar in racial identity, age, income and life experiences with the cultural competence 
to meaningfully engage GPS students. They have already successfully navigated 
journeys from hardship into America’s top colleges and universities, graduate schools, 
corporations and beyond.

Ron Brown Captains
Each year around 5,000 African American high school students compete for the 
prestigious Ron Brown scholarship. Twenty or more are named Ron Brown Scholars 
and awarded the Ron Brown scholarship. The remaining top five percent of applicants 
are named Ron Brown Captains and have full access to the professional development 
services offered through the Leaders Network. Corporate partners, Ron Brown 
Scholars, and Ron Brown Captains form the Ron Brown Leaders Network. Our 
partners provide a trusted source of job and internship opportunities for Scholars and 
Captains, facilitated through networking and recruiting activities, including an annual 
conference. Participants in the GPS STEM101 program are automatically named Ron 
Brown Captains.

The Ron Brown Scholar Program is a national scholarship for low-income African American high 
school seniors of outstanding promise who excel academically, show exceptional leadership skills 
and make an impact on their communities through service to others. Ron Brown Scholars are 
awarded a $40,000 academic scholarship and are provided mentoring and guidance, leadership 
experiences and service opportunities.

www.ronbrown.org
485 Hillsdale Drive, Suite 206 | Charlottesville, VA 22901

PHONE 434-964-1588 | FAX 434-964-1589

Find the Ron Brown Scholar Program on


